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B C S Connections
Message from the Principal
 The 2017-2018 school year has gotten off to a wonderful start! Since the first day of school, our 
elementary students have been hard at work getting to know our new reading program, Journeys. This work 
began on day one and would not have been possible without the planning and training our teachers engaged 
in last school year, and during the summer months. 
 BCS middle and high school students began the school year working with their teacher mentors on 
college and career exploration and academic goal setting activities. These activities have been a cornerstone 
and successful element to our Raising the Banner to Greatness initiative.
  As we progress through the school year, all students PK-12 will be engaged in activities that will bolster 
their 21st Century Learning skills. To help support students in reaching this goal, the BCS community will 
continue to enhance learning through a project-based learning, fine arts and literacy events and activities, 
mentoring, and career guest speakers, just to name a few. 
 Our school community is proud of the enrichment activities that have kicked off this school year! We 
are excited for the great learning yet to come and I thank you for your continued support. I look forward to 
sharing with you more exciting events that will be taking place this school year!

                                                               
Carrie Smith

School Bus Safety Reminders 

The safety of our students is always top priority; at school and on the 
school bus. While most drivers are following school bus traffic laws, some 
are dropping off students in the bus circle, and then pass our buses when 
students are unloading. Not only is this dangerous, but passing a school 
bus when the red lights are on is illegal. 

Please review the following information regarding school bus safety.
Always following school bus traffic laws will help to ensure the safety of our students.

THE LAW SAYS:
• It is illegal - and very dangerous - to pass a stopped school bus when the red lights on the bus are 
 flashing. Flashing lights mean the bus is picking up or discharging students.
• You must stop whether you are approaching the school bus from the front or overtaking it from the rear.
• You must always stop for flashing red lights, even on divided and multilane highways and on school grounds.

REMEMBER:
• Yellow lights mean the bus is going to stop. Slow down!
• Red lights mean students are getting on or off the bus and drivers must stop.

Source: NYS Operation Safe 
Stop and safeny.ny.gov
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Before we enter the hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season and a long winter, let’s reflect on the past three 
months of school in first grade.

We entered in September with eleven boys and five 
girls that were eager to hit the books running. With 
a year of basic reading skills achieved and a year of 
common core math under their belts, they were ready 
to be challenged in all academic areas. 

Students were shown a new reading series, 
appropriately named, “Journeys.” As we journey 
through this new series, we find many new and exciting 
materials to assist us in establishing and maintaining 
reading skills that will allow our educational journey 
to be a positive one. We continue with Common Core 
Math that challenges not only us, but our families as 
well. With basic skills and strategies we are discovering it 
is possible to determine 10+2=12 many different  ways!

In other areas within our journey, we talked about 
“Raising Our Banners” and setting goals as we go on 
this trip in first grade and beyond. We are challenging 
ourselves and setting goals to go from good students 
to great students.

In September, we enjoyed listening to stories 
from different lands, fairy tales and fables. We also 
completed a unit on the human body. And finally, we 
talked about the legend of Johnny Appleseed and we 
made applesauce in his honor.

October brought ghosts, goblins, pumpkins and 
fire prevention. We enjoyed the Halloween parade 
and party and had fun with many Halloween projects. 
We were fortunate to be visited by the local fire 
departments and received a nice message from them 
about fire prevention and fire equipment. We are 
thankful to them for their time and service.

The journey continued in November with focus on 
Veterans and Thanksgiving. It was easy to find things 
to be grateful for when we think of Veterans and the 
Thanksgiving season. Stay tuned for good things to 
come during this journey!

First Grade News
Mrs. Green

Second & Third Grade 
Math & Science
Mr.Pavlus

The third-grade class has been working hard while 
having a good time since early September. In math, we have 
studied multiplication and division properties, telling time, 
and the metric system. The students love singing songs from 
Schoolhouse Rock to help them with their multiplication facts. 
In science, we studied the life cycle of frogs with the help of 
several live frogs. We were able to watch them grow from eggs 
to full-grown adults. Some students took the frogs home to 
keep as pets. We enjoyed having class pets so early in the year.

The students have also been busy with other school 
activities. We watched The Magic Paintbrush, a play performed 
by the Merry-Go-Round Theater. The local fire departments 
talked to us about fire safety, and they let us see their fire trucks 
and shoot water from the fire hose. The class also dressed up 
for the school’s Halloween parade. We had several creative 
monsters and super heroes this year.

The second grade students are doing a fine job of 
transitioning from one room in the morning to another in 
the afternoon. In math, we have been using several strategies 
to add and subtract. The class enjoys working with place 
value disks and money. They are also learning the process 
of how to gather information from a word problem to help 
them solve the question. In science, we talked about the three 
stages of matter and buoyancy. The class set sail to their own 
homemade boats to see if they were seaworthy. We had many 
successful launches! Both classes had a splendid start to the 
school year. I look forward to seeing them grow throughout 
the coming months. 
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The Johnson-Rogers American Legion Auxiliary is pleased 
to announce that their 2017 Girls State delegate successfully 
completed her duties in representing the Auxiliary Post 1492. 
Chalee Wratten of Brookfield Central School attended the 
Girls state Program at Brockport in June.

Girls state is a weeklong educational process that focuses 
on Americanism and the political process. At Girls state 
the nearly 400 girls learn about the governmental process, 
how bills become laws and flag protocol. They also listen to 
special guest speakers.

Chalee attended the weeklong program and reported 
back to the Auxiliary during their November meeting. 
Among one of her duties there, she served as a County Judge 
for a County from the mythical 51st state. She recommends 
the experience to all young girls. The Auxiliary thanks 
Chalee for representing them in a positive manner.

Girls State Program at Brockport

First, and foremost, congratulations to Mrs. Hafelin 
on the birth of her beautiful baby girl! She joins a proud 
big sister at home. Kindergarten students have enjoyed a 
busy first ten weeks! Highlights include a visit from both 
Brookfield and North Brookfield Fire Departments, a 
Halloween party with a guest appearance from a Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtle, and a Merry Go Round Theater 
performance! We have begun meeting with our fourth 
grade book buddies once per week. This is an exciting 
and rewarding activity for both classes. We have enjoyed 
working hands on with both 2D and 3D shapes as we look 
for similarities and differences. We are well on our way to 
becoming great writers and readers! 

Kindergarten News

What Are We Writing About? 
The junior high and high school students 

have been reading and writing about a variety of 
topics so far this year. The juniors, who take the 
English Regents exam in January, recently finished 
their study of The Great Gatsby with an essay in 
response to the question, “Was Gatsby Great?” They 
provided a definition of greatness and measured 
the complicated main character against that. The 
9th and 10th grade classes researched virtual reality 
and debated whether the technology should be used 
in everyday life. Eighth grade read the book Inside 
Out & Back Again, writing about the experience 
of becoming a refugee and adapting to a new life. 
They are reading To Kill a Mockingbird now and will 
write an argument essay about one of the central 
characters in this classic story. After reading A Long 
Walk to Water, which is about a Lost Boy of Sudan 
named Salva Dut, the 7th graders wrote about how 
he survived the various challenges he encountered 
on his remarkable journey from Africa to the United 
States. They will soon write an argumentative essay; 
about a challenging decision the title character faces 
in Lyddie by Katherine Paterson. The 7th and 8th 
grade students also just submitted their creations 
for Echoes, “the largest middle school writing 
competition in the United States” (mgreducation.
com). Thanks for your support of the important 
work we do in ELA.     
    Mr. Rio
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When you were young, did you know what career path you wanted to follow? Did you have career options? New this 
year, Mrs. Cossette and I are providing students in fifth and sixth grade monthly “career exploration” days. By bringing a 
monthly speaker into our classrooms we are exposing students to possible careers and providing them the opportunity 
to ask questions and collect information from someone in that profession. Our hope is to broaden their horizons and 
introduce them to various career pathways that are available in their future. 

In September, these students were given two surveys. The first was “What’s your learning style?” This survey provided 
the students with their percentages in three learning category options; auditory, visual and tactile. The results helped them 
become aware of how they learn best and gave suggestions on how to enhance that learning method. The second survey 
was a Job Interest Inventory with fourteen questions. This survey had nine areas one may want to explore based on their 
results. The nine areas were as follows; manufacturing, business and office, construction, marketing and distribution, 
communications/media, health, hospital/recreation/service, public services/transportation, environmental/science. After 
both surveys were tallied we were able to make cross references between the two. For example, one student scored high in 
tactile learning, and their highest rating fell under the area of construction. We talked about how these went together and a 
“hands on” career may be of high interest. 

In October we had Dr. Heather Culbertson from Waterville Veterinary 
Clinic as our guest speaker. Each student was given a brochure with possible 
questions listed, and they used these to take notes on our speaker. They were 
excited to ask questions and worked hard to fill in the blanks. Dr. Culbertson, 
along with her assistant, presented for an hour with discussion and visual 
models. The students could not believe you could be “on call” at any time of 
the day/night and they were amazed at what heartworms looked like; yuck! 

In November, we had Mrs. Diane Williams from Uptown Hair 
Salon and Blushes and Brushes as our speaker. The students were able to learn about owning your own business 
and making your own hours. Mrs. Williams stressed the need for excellent organizational skills when owning 
your own business. After our classroom discussion, where the students asked questions and filled out their career 
brochures, the students were all able to take a painting class with Diane, thanks to the Brookfield Optimist Club. 
The students learned through this activity and were all able to successfully create a canvas painting of a snowman.  
 
Please stay tuned to hear about the future guest speakers we bring into our classrooms. The focus of career options and future 
schooling is aligning with our quarterly goals in Raising the Banner.

What’s New in Fifith and Sixth Grade Career Explorations... 
Mrs.Cucci
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 Sixth Grade is off to a great start this year! This year’s sixth grade is small but mighty.
We started the year off welcoming a new student. This brought the number of students to 12!
This year the sixth grade students are entering a more structured academic setting.
Expectations are more difficult since it is middle school and students are preparing for seventh grade. 
In ELA both fifth and sixth grade students have begun a new series for reading called Journeys. Journeys is a textbook 
series that incorporates a lot of reading comprehension, close reads, and writing skills. Each week, students take 
a lesson assessment online, which includes vocabulary, reading comprehension, and grammar skills. Students are 
able to access the assessment on their very own “thinkcentral” account, which contains a digital copy of all of their 
reading materials in school. 
 The great thing about a “thinkcentral” account is that students can easily access this material at home as 
well, eliminating any issue of “I forgot my book in school”, as long as the student has access to the internet. 
 In addition to working on Journeys, both Fifth & Sixth graders read different novels. Fifth grade students 
recently completed the book Esperanza Rising, a story about a young girl forced to migrate to California from 
Mexico in the early 1930’s. Now they are reading a book called Charley Skedaddle, a story about a young boy who 
joins the military as a drummer boy during the Civil War. Sixth Grade students read the novel Artemis Fowl, a 
science fiction/fantasy novel about a teenage genius named Artemis, and his adventures. Students completed this 
novel and moved on to one of their favorites; “Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief.” The story of our hero, Percy, 
and his introduction to the world of gods and half-bloods, has inspired us to write reports and create slideshows 
about our favorite god. 
 In Social Studies, both fifth and sixth grade students are working on the new modules created by OHM 
BOCES, which focus on curriculum based on state standards. Fifth grade has studied early societies, including 
cultures, ideas, beliefs, and adaptation to environment. Sixth grade students have studied similar topics in further 
detail along with the impact of the environment on beliefs and culture. They are now working on a unit on religious 
beliefs throughout the world.
 Both Fifth and Sixth grade students are participating in career exploration this year. We have monthly guest 
speakers come in to share their careers with the students. This has been a great learning experience for everyone involved!

Fifth & Sixth Grade ELA/Social Studies
Mrs. Cossette

Notes from the Music Room

  This year, the music department would like to welcome Ms. Kristin Kelly as 
our new band director, grades 4-12. Ms. Kelly comes with years of experience and is 
enthusiastic about sharing her knowledge with the students during the school day. Ms. 
Kelly is at Brookfield on Wednesdays and Fridays. She also works at OHM BOCES 
teaching music and art.

 In grades PK-6 general music, we explore music and how it relates to the understanding or ourselves, 
our culture and other cultures. We explore music concepts through singing, playing instruments, listening, 
games, worksheets and viewing performances.
 Grades PK-1 are working on basic reading skills in music including steady beat, high/low, loud/soft. 
In December, grades 2 and 3 learned about Peter Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker ballet and had the opportunity to 
attend a live performance of the ballet at the Stanley Theater thanks to the OHM BOCES Arts in Education 
program. All students involved in chorus and band in grade 4-12 participated in the Winter Concert December 
12 and it was a wonderful event.
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National Junior Honor Society: Kodie Abrams, 
Isabella Ayres-Gregory, Hannah Barber, Sara Brean, 
Alexis Cook, Preston Crespo, Anna Jasper, Danica 
Karn, Colt Morgan, Samantha O’Herien, Haley 
Oliver, Riley Parry, Grace Reilly, Emma Rogers, 
Emma Rutherford, Matthew Townsend,
Jaelyn Vleer-Elliott, Lydia Walker

National Honor Society: Colin Bugbee, Jenna 
Bugbee, Karissa Dealing, Ryan Ferris, Ivy Furgison, 
Jenna Head, Molly Head, Natalie Head, Hailey 
Jordan, Marissa Kupris, Shianne Morgan, Raymond 
O’Herien, Ryan Oliver, Jonah Rogers, Emmalyn 
Smith, Jensen Tanney, McKenzi Tilbe, Courtney 
Townsend, Chalee Wratten

Fourth Grade Energy Experts
Mrs. Rutherford 

 The first few moths of school have been very busy for the fourth graders. 
During science, we have learned about the various sources of energy. 
The fourth grade students have become experts in solar, hydro-electric, wind, nuclear, and fossil fuel energy 
systems. They have conducted many classroom experiments converting energy using a wide variety of scientific 
tools. These tools include a hand-crank generator, solar panels, battery-powered motors, and wind turbines. The 
students developed opinion/point of view essays on the energy source that they felt was the most efficient. At the 
conclusion of our unit on energy, the students had a debate on which energy source was the most efficient and 
designed their own energy-powered cars. 
 In October, we learned about place value, rounding, and telling time in math class. We also mastered the 
art of addition and subtraction with regrouping. We are currently diving into collecting and organizing data using 
bar graphs, pictographs, ordered pairs, and line plots. 
 Our topic of discussion in social studies is the Iroquois Indians and the first civilizations of New York state. 
Be on the look out for our longhouses on display next to the fourth grade room!
 During English/Language Arts, we wrote descriptive essays about ourselves, spooky stories, and the 
weather in New York state. Proudly, we have read many stories that have targeted improving our skills in making 
predictions, sequencing, cause and effect, and fact and opinion. 
 There were many ghouls and goblins around as we paraded around in our Halloween costumes. The fourth 
grade students were very excited to participate in the annual Halloween parade that was very well attended by 
parents and community members supporting our children!
 Congratulations to our Student of the Month for September: Thatcher Bugbee. In October, our Student of 
the Month was Sydney Bonafield. November’s Student of the Month was Mackenzie Bugbee.

National Honor Society
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Elementary and High School Chorus at our Winter Concert 

Box Tops for Education
Box Tops for Education started in California in 1996. General Mills created the program to help support 

education and benefit America’s schools. The program began with Big G Cereals and has expanded to other 
brands such as Pillsbury, Old El Paso, and Green Giant. Today, families can also clip Box Tops from Ziploc, 
Hefty, Kleenex, and Scott products. 

Brookfield Central School has benefited from the program thanks to Mrs. Connie Green, who signed our 
school up several years ago. BCS has received over $7,000 from Box Tops through the years! We continue to 
collect Box Tops today and every Box Top earns 10 cents. Please clip Box Tops and send them to BCS so we 
can sort, count, and submit them to Box Tops. The money earned from Box Tops is used for our BCS students 
for programs such as Student of the week/month, Good Morning Program, and other student activities. 
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Library News
 Congratulations to our elementary students who 
fulfilled their summer reading goals! Thanks to many 
of you for supporting our spring book fair.
 Due to your generosity, BCS students came back 
to a brand new batch of titles on the library shelves. We 
have had the privilege of hosting both the fifth and sixth 
graders, along with their family members, on Fridays to 
“Library Friends” these ten weeks. All grades PK-6 will 
get the opportunity to invite their family members to the 
BCS library to read and enjoy our collection. Reading/
Writing lab is hosting kindergarten and first grade daily. 
This is a fun and engaging time for these students to 
practice their literacy skills. Fifth grade has just kicked 
off an exciting college and career ready project in the 
library with Mrs. Miller.
 Thank you to Mrs. Miller for making the library a 
warm and welcoming place where students can research 
and collaborate on projects or find their next adventure 

in a book! Until next time, happy reading, and Thank 
you for making reading an important part your child’s 
life!

Brookfield Central School District
Box 60, Fairground Road
Brookfield, NY 13314

Resident


